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A Research on the Inspection of Laws and
Regulations for the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

Punishment

Abstract

The United Nations passed the “Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment” (hereinafter referred to as CAT)
as early as 1984. Although Taiwan is not a member of the United Nations at the
present time, we should still attach importance to the protection of human rights
and follow the norms of UN international conventions of human rights. Therefore,
Taiwan government has promoted the domestic legislation relating to international
human rights conventions actively since 2009. The draft of “Act to Implement the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment and its Optional Protocol” drawn up by Ministry of the Interior has
been passed by Executive Yuan on Dec. 7, 2018. Currently, the draft has been
submitted to Legislative Yuan.

This study is aimed at those who are more likely to be involved in torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment through the work of
central administrative organs at various levels. The main research subjects are the
eight major organs including police, immigration, coast guard, national defense,
education, health and welfare, prosecution and correction. Secondly, this study is
going to carry out a thorough inspection of the laws and regulations, and conduct
in-depth interviews with the officials working in the eight organs mentioned
above. We will inspect the enactments and regulations enforced by those organs in
detail through three levels: laws, regulatory orders, and administrative directions,
and examine whether there are situations involving torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Finally, by examining and analyzing those regulations in detail, we will make
a list of enactments that fully or partly do not conform to CAT and its protocols
and provide some concrete advices to the authorized organs for future reference.
Besides, we will examine past standard operation procedures of inspecting the
regulations and administrative measures drawn by the authorized organs when the
international bills of human rights become domestic legislation and draft

“Convention against Torture and its Optional Protocol” regulations and
]



administrative measures inspection standard operation procedure. After the
enforcement of the act has been passed, this draft can be an important reference to
relevant organs and can help them legislate, amend or repeal the regulations and
administrative measures.

Keywords: Human Rights, Torture, Convention against Torture, Inspection
of Laws and Regulations
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